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Abstract 

A Java code review checklist for manual and automated code reviews with best practices comprises 

the checklists for using manual code reviews in conjunction with static analysis tools to achieve high-

quality, maintainable, and secure code products. It overtures a composite strategy that uses human 

intelligence together with mechanical intelligence. Checkers like SonarQube, FindBugs, and 

Programming Mistake Detector will help detect coding standards violations and potential bugs and 

security holes for tools that run on Java sources. However, code reviews are certainly not limited to 

these automated mechanisms, as they also use the insight of a programmer to judge the structure and 

readability of the code, in addition to other business aspects. The guidelines include the structure of 

code, control of errors, possible optimizations, and comments. They also mention the proper usage of 

coding style, language features of Java language, and pattern design concept. This paper shows that 

combining selected manual review techniques with static analysis tools helps development teams build 

an effective code review practice that helps improve code quality, decrease technical debt, and 

increase software reliability (Asaduzzaman et al., 2016). 
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Introduction 

In Java, code reviews play a vital role in the framework of software development. They rely on a philosophy 

of producing excellent code quality, trouble-free system operations, and maintaining continual 

standardization of processes. This comprehensive guide will assess the essentials of achieving success in 

code reviews for Java, implementing beneficial practices in coordination with static code analysis tools that 

help create a strong review system. Browsing code is necessary for making and keeping the codebase stable 

and efficient when constructing with Java. The traits of strong-typing and object-oriented features in Java 

uncover specific obstacles and rewards for the practice of code reviews. Early discovery of issues by means 

of good reviews can help minimize the volume of work and saving of time that's needed for correcting 

issues that show up in the later phases of a project. Teamwork is consequential only when code reviews are 

done, which are chief in identifying key components.  

Encouraging knowledgeable situations for a broader spectrum of people will produce a setting where 

seasoned developers can serve as mentors to new colleagues, thereby fostering a learning environment that 

encourages progression. The partnership improves the quality of the code and also accelerates the 

development team’s total progress. The advocacy for code reviews to reach a high standard within the Java 

development community is primarily attributed to its extensive ecosystem and the extensive availability of 

frameworks and libraries. It is important for critics to carefully watch if sustainable use of these tools is 

https://www.ijirmps.org/


Volume 8 Issue 4                            @ July - August 2020 IJIRMPS | ISSN: 2349-7300 

IJIRMPS2004231573          Website: www.ijirmps.org Email: editor@ijirmps.org 2 

 

maintained throughout the project, making sure that each framework’s unique best practices are respected. 

Successful adaptation of Java EE standards, Spring Framework guidelines, and related responsibilities are 

important for any project. Besides, as a result of Java’s ongoing dedication to physical compatibility, the 

evaluation of code throughout the course is vital to upkeep the long-term consistency of the codebase. The 

job of reviewers is to assess how the new code corresponds with the project’s framework and matches the 

currently accepted standards there. The introduction of this strategy supports the growth of solutions for 

immediate issues, while also preserving agility for further developing technologies (Baddam et al., 2018). 

 

Principles of Effective Code Reviews in Java 

Code Readability and Maintainability 

It is important to know that the main purpose of code review is to establish that our code is unambiguous, 

direct, and simple to understand, fostering the ideals of conciseness and openness. This involves several key 

aspects:  

Clear and Consistent Naming Conventions: It is vital to correctly label every variable, class, and method, 

and employ the suitable and complementary coding techniques specified in Java. When judged, naming 

classes using PascalCase is better compared to camelCase, which is made for variables and methods.  

Proper Code Formatting: Said transparency becomes more powerful when there is more indentation, bigger 

gaps between the lines, and additional line breaks. Lots of teams utilize the Eclipse Code Formatter to 

adhere to a consistent style within their project.  

Meaningful Comments: In order to disseminate knowledge of the field, it is critical to create straightforward 

code that explains complicated logic and offers contextual depth with annotations. Particularly essential to 

call out are comments in public methods and classes that are documented with Javadoc.  

Modular Code Structure: Code organization refers to the creation of clear and readable segments for code. 

Strategies should be brief and focus on one task, and classes should have a specified, strong function to 

serve (Bergersen, 2016).  

 

Adherence to Java Best Practices 

Reviewers should ensure that code follows Java best practices and makes proper use of language features:  

Effective Use of OOP Principles: Scan for the appropriate encapsulation, inheritance, and polymorphism. 

Classes should be created with precise duties and recognizable connections.  

Proper Use of Generics: Generic expressions need to be utilized as much as possible to improve type safety 

and lessen the reliance on casting.  

Appropriate Use of Annotations: Correct usage of annotations such as Override, Deprecated, and Suppress 

Warnings can enhance code readability and help identify potential compile-time errors.  

Efficient Exception Handling: Instead of handling generic Exception classes, seek to avoid catching them. 

Rather, deal with specific exceptions. Certainly ensure that resources are closed off correctly using try-with-

resources when appropriate.  

SOLID and DRY Principles  

Code reviews should verify adherence to SOLID design principles and the DRY (Don't Repeat Yourself) 

principle: 

Single Responsibility Principle: Each class ought to have a single reason that necessitates change.  

Open/Closed Principle: Classes are to be accessible for further development while remaining secure against 

alterations.  

Liskov Substitution Principle: Derived classes should be interchangeable with their base classes.  

Interface Segregation Principle: It is often the case that multiple client-specific interfaces are better than a 

single general-purpose one.  
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Dependency Inversion Principle: Rely on abstractions, not real-life applications. DRY Principle: To prevent 

duplicating code, pull out common functionality into reusable methods or classes (GORAN & GRBAC, 

2019).  

 

Proper Exception Handling 

Reviewers should pay close attention to how exceptions are handled: 

Appropriate Exception Types: Utilize checked exceptions for errors that can be fixed on runtime, and save 

runtime exceptions for errors in development.  

Meaningful Error Messages: Be sure that exception messages supply hard data for debugging.  

Proper Exception Propagation: Capturing and addressing exceptions at the ideal level of abstraction is 

essential for effective execution.  

Resource Management: Make certain resources are completely closed, ideally through try-with-resources 

(Evans et al., 2018).  

 

Testing Coverage and Practices 

Code reviews should also consider the quality and coverage of unit tests: 

Test-Driven Development (TDD): Encourage writing tests before implementing features. 

Comprehensive Test Coverage: Aim for high test coverage, particularly for critical business logic. 

Edge Case Testing: Ensure that tests cover edge cases and boundary conditions. 

Test Quality: Review tests for readability, maintainability, and adherence to testing best practices (Meng et 

al., 2018). 

 

Code Review for Performance and Optimization 

Efficient Use of Collections 

Reviewers should ensure that appropriate Java collections are used based on the specific requirements: 

ArrayList vs. LinkedList: Use ArrayList for random access and LinkedList for frequent 

insertions/deletions. 

HashMap vs. TreeMap: Use HashMap for fast lookups and TreeMap when sorted keys are required (Melo 

et al., 2019). 

Set Implementations: Choose between HashSet, LinkedHashSet, and TreeSet based on performance needs 

and whether ordering is important. 

Concurrency and Thread Safety 

When reviewing multithreaded code, pay attention to: 

Proper Synchronization: Ensure that shared resources are properly synchronized to avoid race conditions. 

Avoiding Deadlocks: Check for potential deadlock situations and ensure proper ordering of lock 

acquisition. 

Use of Concurrent Collections: Encourage the use of thread-safe collections from the java.util.concurrent 

package where appropriate. 

Memory Management and Object Creation 

Reviewers should look for efficient memory usage and object creation patterns: 

Avoiding Memory Leaks: Ensure that resources are properly closed and references are cleared when no 

longer needed. 

Efficient Object Creation: Use object pooling or caching for frequently created objects. 

String Handling: Use StringBuilder for string concatenation in loops (Pinto et al., 2016). 
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Security Considerations in Java Code Review 

Input Validation: Proper input validation is crucial for preventing security vulnerabilities: 

Sanitize User Input: Validate and sanitize all user inputs to prevent SQL injection, cross-site scripting 

(XSS), and other injection attacks. 

Use Parameterized Queries: When working with databases, use prepared statements to prevent SQL 

injection. 

Output Encoding: Properly encode output to prevent XSS attacks. 

 

Secure Coding Practices 

Reviewers should ensure that code follows secure coding practices: 

Proper Authentication and Authorization: Verify that authentication checks are in place and that 

authorization is properly enforced. 

Secure Communication: Ensure that sensitive data is transmitted over secure channels (e.g., HTTPS). 

Secure Data Storage: Check that sensitive data is properly encrypted when stored (Melo et al., 2019). 

Avoid Hardcoded Secrets: Ensure that passwords, API keys, and other secrets are not hardcoded in the 

source code (Pinto et al., 2016). 

 

Leveraging Static Code Analysis Tools for Java 

Static code analysis tools can significantly enhance the code review process by automatically detecting 

potential issues. Here are some popular tools and how to integrate them into your review process: 

SonarQube 

SonarQube is a comprehensive code quality platform that can detect code smells, bugs, and security 

vulnerabilities: 

Integration: Set up SonarQube to analyze your codebase regularly, ideally as part of your CI/CD pipeline. 

Custom Quality Profiles: Define custom quality profiles that align with your team's coding standards. 

Quality Gates: Configure quality gates to prevent code with critical issues from being merged. 

Checkstyle 

Checkstyle is useful for enforcing coding style and conventions: 

Custom Rulesets: Create a custom Checkstyle ruleset that reflects your team's coding standards. 

IDE Integration: Configure Checkstyle in your IDE to catch style issues early in the development process. 

Build Integration: Include Checkstyle checks as part of your build process to enforce style consistency 

(Pinto et al., 2016). 

 

Programming Mistake Detector 

Programming Mistake Detector helps detect common programming flaws: 

Custom Rulesets: Tailor Programming Mistake Detector rulesets to focus on issues most relevant to your 

project. 

Incremental Analysis: Use Programming Mistake Detector's incremental analysis feature to focus on 

changes since the last analysis. 

Integration with Code Review Tools: Configure Programming Mistake Detector to comment directly on 

pull requests with its findings (Rosà et al., 2019). 

 

FindBugs (SpotBugs) 

FindBugs (now maintained as SpotBugs) is effective at finding potential bugs: 

Priority Filtering: Configure FindBugs to focus on high and medium priority issues. 

Custom Detectors: Develop custom bug detectors for project-specific issues. 
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Continuous Integration: Integrate FindBugs into your CI pipeline to catch bugs early. 

 

Automating Code Quality Gates 

To ensure consistent code quality: 

Define Metrics: Establish clear, measurable quality metrics (e.g., test coverage, code duplication 

percentage). 

Set Thresholds: Define acceptable thresholds for each metric. 

Automate Checks: Configure your CI system to automatically check these metrics and fail builds that don't 

meet the thresholds (Rosà et al., 2019). 

 

Continuous Integration (CI) Integration 

Integrating static analysis tools into your CI pipeline: 

Jenkins Integration: Configure Jenkins jobs to run static analysis tools as part of the build process. 

GitLab CI: Use GitLab CI to automatically run static analysis on each commit or merge request. 

Automated Reporting: Set up automated reporting of static analysis results to relevant team members 

(Spadini et al., 2018). 

 

Code Metrics to Monitor During Review 

Cyclomatic Complexity 

Cyclomatic complexity measures the number of linearly independent paths through a program's source 

code: 

Threshold Setting: Establish a maximum acceptable cyclomatic complexity (e.g., 10-15). 

Refactoring Triggers: Use high cyclomatic complexity as a trigger for method refactoring. 

Tool Integration: Use tools like SonarQube or Programming Mistake Detector to automatically calculate 

and report on cyclomatic complexity (Spadini et al., 2018). 

 

Code Duplication 

Detecting and eliminating code duplication is crucial for maintainability: 

Duplication Threshold: Set a threshold for acceptable code duplication (e.g., no more than 3% of the 

codebase). 

Refactoring Strategies: When duplication is found, consider extracting common code into shared methods 

or utility classes. 

Automated Detection: Use tools like Programming Mistake Detector's CPD (Copy/Paste Detector) to 

automatically identify duplicated code blocks. 

 

Test Coverage Analysis 

Monitoring test coverage ensures that critical parts of the codebase are adequately tested: 

Coverage Goals: Set realistic coverage goals (e.g., 80% line coverage for new code). 

Critical Path Coverage: Ensure that critical business logic has near-100% coverage. 

Tools: Use JaCoCo or SonarQube to generate and analyze test coverage reports. 

 

Code Smells 

Identifying and addressing code smells improves overall code quality: 

Common Smells: Look for long methods, large classes, and improper abstraction. 

Automated Detection: Use tools like SonarQube to automatically detect and report on code smells. 
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Refactoring Plans: Develop plans to address identified code smells systematically (Asaduzzaman et al., 

2016). 

 

Integrating Manual Reviews with Automated Tools 

While static analysis tools are powerful, they cannot replace human judgment entirely: 

Reviewing Areas Static Analysis Cannot Cover 

1. Business Logic: Ensure that the code correctly implements business requirements. 

2. Architectural Decisions: Review high-level design decisions and their implementation. 

3. Algorithm Efficiency: Assess whether chosen algorithms are appropriate and efficient for the task 

(Asaduzzaman et al., 2016). 

Enhancing Human Reviews with Tool Insights 

1. Prioritization: Use static analysis results to prioritize areas for manual review. 

2. Focused Discussions: Use tool findings as a starting point for deeper discussions about code quality and 

design. 

3. Continuous Improvement: Regularly review and update static analysis configurations based on manual 

review findings (Asaduzzaman et al., 2016). 

 

Conclusion 

Java therefore requires both manual skill and the use of these tools back to conduct successful code reviews. 

Implementing of static code analysis with best practices makes it possible for the development teams to 

experience great improvements on the quality, sustainability and security of the codes. One of the factors is 

the review phase that coexists with other kinds of checks to apply a mentality of continuous improvement 

for reaching only the best Java development projects. Manual reviews provide requisite background data 

allowing the inspectors to consider the accuracy of design solutions, the efficiency of algorithms, and 

compliance with the project-specific requirements that often may be difficult for an automated system to 

determine, for example, whether a certain code meets the requirement definition. Counterpart, static analysis 

tools are capable to detect common coding errors, potential bugs, and standards violations in a large 

numbers of programming sources. SonarQube, and FindBugs are examples of the tools that can conduct a 

quick scan through a vast amount of code and identify the problems that can escape attention of a 

programmer during coding or may have slipped through when working for a long time. Such tools can 

develop to identify particular Java issues like efficient usage of resources, the most effective way to 

incorporate collections and strict adherence to patterns characteristic to enhancing JVM bytecode. For 

instance, automated software can scan for simpler issues thus leaving the human reviewers to attend to 

critical issues that include architectural coherence, design patterns as well as the ways in which business 

logic is implemented. 

However, manual and automated reviews complement each other so as to provide the development team 

with an opportunity to learn continually. Code generators can be set up to automatically check all of the 

code being written against a coding standard and best practice set, and can therefore act as a constant 

reminder and training tool for developers. While the automated code reviews take advantage of presenting a 

list of findings that require the attention of the developers, the manual code reviews are the occasions for the 

senior developers to explain and comment on such issues as well as the reasoning behind the coding 

practices to the junior team members, which cannot be identified and described in detail by the automated 

code review tools. The approach is especially effective and comprehensive in the context of Java’s strictly 

typed language and object-oriented paradigm. While automated tools can easily look for type safety 

problems, correct exception handling, and correct object orientated practices, human reviewers are better 

placed at considering the overall object model design, the correct usage of inheritance and interfaces and the 
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correct usage of design patterns. In addition, since Java is usually accompanied with complexity build 

systems and dependency management, incorporating the automated checks into the CI process is a must. 

This means that the gates of code quality are always enforced in order to avoid that low quality code enters 

into the principal code. Also, human reviewers can then focus on how new code fits into other systems or if 

it is headed in the right direction of the project’s long-term architecture. Hence, Java development teams can 

build a strong process of code reviews, which not only serve to flag bugs and ensure compliance to code 

standards but also to share knowledge and improve work among the team members. This, in turn, results in 

more robust, sustainable, and sustainable Java applications that can withstand future changes and remain 

maintainable for as long as possible (Baddam et al., 2018). 
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